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	This resource forms part of a collection of materials developed for educators as part of the EdTech Evidence Board project. Before using this template, please make sure you have read the accompanying ‘EdTech Evidence Evaluation Tool’ publication which provides information and advice about how it should be used.




Product name: ________________________________________________
What does the product set out to do? i.e. what ‘claims’ are made about the product?
	



Based on the information that you have about the product, what do you hope the product’s short and long term impacts could be for you / your setting / your students?
	Potential short-term impacts
i.e. what might this enable teachers or students to do? How might it enhance teaching and/or learning?
	Potential long-term impacts
i.e. how might this ultimately make a difference to teachers and/or students?



The following questions are designed to help you look critically at the evidence for the product in order to evaluate the extent to which it might actually achieve these aims.

[bookmark: _df59zmjub3z4]Part 1. Theoretical evidence
Is there any evidence that tells you about the educational theory or research that underpins the design of the product? 
	If yes, what do you know about the quality of the underpinning theory or research?
For example:
· Are the ideas well-established?
· Are references provided? If so, do they show that the ideas come from high-quality published literature (e.g. peer-reviewed journals, literature from trusted organisations or experts)?
· How well does the product align with published literature around how children and young people learn effectively?
· Are the claims proportional to the strength of the evidence?
	If no, are you aware of any theory or research that might be relevant to the product?
For example:
· Is the product design based on well-established educational ideas?



Notes about the theoretical evidence relating to the product:
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[bookmark: _maqa11noihak]Part 2. Experiential evidence
Is there any evidence that captures users’ experiences of the product? 
This might commonly include evidence from surveys, user reviews and feedback, interviews, focus groups or case studies.
	If yes, how robust is the evidence and what does it tell you?
For example:
· Is there information about who this information was gathered from, when it was gathered, how it was gathered and who gathered it?
· How has the evidence been analysed?
· Are you confident that the evidence has been gathered and analysed without bias? Is it trustworthy?
· What does the evidence tell you about users’ experiences of the product? Are the claims proportional to the strength of the evidence?
	If no, are you able to find any evidence elsewhere about users’ experiences of the product?
For example:
· Do you know anyone who uses the product?
· Are you able to find any trustworthy reviews?



Notes about the experiential evidence relating to the product:


[bookmark: _bswmjvnvwjek]

[bookmark: _ukt90oruuiph]
[bookmark: _3ofv62asllze]Part 3. Empirical evidence
Is there any evidence from formal research that studies the effectiveness of the product? 
This might commonly include qualitative, quantitative or mixed methods research studies. 
	If yes, how robust is the evidence and what does it tell you?
For example:
· What was the research aiming to measure or observe?
· Were the methods clear and appropriate for the aims?
· Who conducted the research? When/where was it conducted?
· Who paid for and published this research?
· Who were the participants in the research? How were they selected?
· How was data gathered and analysed? Were sufficient steps taken to avoid bias?
· What were the findings? What conclusions were drawn? Are the claims proportional to the strength of the evidence?
· What were the limitations of the study? Were these discussed?
· Did the study consider or explore any potential negative effects of the product?
	If no, are you able to find any evidence elsewhere about this product or similar products?
For example:
· Has the product been evaluated by the EEF or EdTech Evidence Board?
· Are there any similar products that have an empirical evidence base that you could look at as a comparison?



Notes about the empirical evidence relating to the product:







[bookmark: _429yzeew1en7]Part 4. Overall evaluation and conclusions
Thinking about the credibility and trustworthiness of the evidence you have seen for this product, consider the following questions: 
	
	Yes
	No
	Not sure

	Does some or all of the evidence you have seen relate to the current version of the product?
	
	
	

	Was some or all of the evidence gathered in collaboration with education settings?
	
	
	

	Does the evidence reflect a diverse range of participants, settings types and subjects/phases (where appropriate)?
	
	
	

	Did some or all of the evidence consider the effects of the product for different groups of users (e.g. students with SEND)?
	
	
	

	Does any theoretical evidence suggest that the product design has been informed by robust educational theory and/or research evidence?
	
	
	

	Does any experiential evidence indicate that teachers and/or students are able to use the product effectively
	
	
	

	Does any evidence indicate that the product might enhance teaching and/or learning in helpful ways?
	
	
	

	Does any evidence indicate that the product might enhance teaching and/or learning in helpful ways for particular groups of students (e.g. for students with SEND)?
	
	
	

	Does any evidence provide an indication of how the product might be used effectively as part of classroom practice?
	
	
	

	Does any evidence provide an indication of how the product might be implemented most effectively in education settings?
	
	
	

	Does any empirical evidence for the product demonstrate positive effects on specific outcomes for learners? [for example, on student attainment, cognition and learning, skills development, motivation, engagement, digital literacy, confidence or self-efficacy, wellbeing]
	
	
	

	Does any empirical evidence for the product demonstrate positive effects on specific outcomes for teachers? [for example, on teacher workload, teacher self-efficacy, teaching skill, digital competency] 
	
	
	

	Does any of the evidence seek to understand any potential negative effects?
	
	
	

	Are findings or claims substantiated across multiple pieces of evidence and over a sustained period of time?
	
	
	



Based on this information, consider the following five questions before making any decisions about the product’s potential for meeting the needs of your context:
1. Has the evidence been gathered from teachers/students and settings similar to mine? 
2. How confident am I that there is credible evidence to suggest this product might have the potential to meet our needs?
3. What have I learnt about how the product might be used most effectively in my setting?
4. What might I need to consider if I were to implement this product in our setting?
5. What are my key takeaways and next steps?
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